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And when they arrived, (Paul and Barnabas) called the church together and reported what God had done with 
them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.  

Returning from their first missionary journey, Paul and Barnabas revisited the communities they had 
established on their outward trip from Antioch. When they returned, they reported not what they had 
done, but what “God had done with them.” It was He, not their own missionary strategy, that had opened 
a door of faith to the Gentiles. This scene personifies what Saint Paul often refers to as "boasting in the 
Lord." This discipline of not taking credit for what God himself does, is essential to living the authentic 
spiritual life.  

Taking pride in one's accomplishments is not sinful or narcissistic in itself, but it can be, if it leads to self-
aggrandizement. The motto of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits,) comes to mind. Ad maiorem Dei gloriam, 
All for the Glory of God. The phrase, attributed to Saint Ignatius of Loyola, is not only a cornerstone to the 
religious philosophy of the Jesuits but a reminder of our baptismal call, to be disciples who bear the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. The good news and accomplishments of our lives are rightly celebrated, not for 
ourselves, but celebrated in contrast to what is deadly and destructive. How often we blame God or 
wonder where God was when tragedies occur, and yet how infrequently we acknowledge the victories 
won.  

Such a perspective is also quite necessary in the context of our deeply divided world. The quest to prove 
another wrong, overpower an opponent and belittle our adversaries, begets boastfulness upon 
boastfulness. When focus on subjugating the other, we become the center of all victory and we 
marginalize the Lord, who is already being actively marginalized by the political and cultural powers of 
our time.  

Proclaiming the Good News and announcing the Gospel is not limited to standing on a soapbox with bible 
in hand. Evangelizing in our time is as simple as shifting from self-promotion to allowing the victories that 
we enjoy, to be moments of revealing God's grace alive in the world. 

BLUE MASS – We are proud to celebrate the annual Blue Mass at 10:00 a.m. this Sunday.  A Blue Mass is a 
Mass celebrated annually throughout the United States in the Catholic Church for those employed in the 
"public safety field" (i.e., police officers, firefighters, correctional officers, 911 operators and EMS 
personnel). The Mass is an opportunity for our parish community to show gratitude to first responders 
and their families honoring those who have died in the line of duty and those currently serving as first 
responders. In 1962, President Kennedy proclaimed May 15 as National Peace Officers Memorial Day, it is 
appropriate, therefore, that we acknowledge all who serve and protect our communities today. 

SYNOD ON SYNODALITY – Recently members of our parish community met in small groups to reflect 
and discern on how we are journeying together and where the Holy Spirit is calling us as both a parish 
community and universal church. We will be sending the results of these questions on to the Diocese of 
Rockville Centre, from there they will be a part of the national responses sent to Rome.  These responses 
will also be used for us here as we continue to pray and reflect on where God is calling us as a parish 
community.  I invite those who were unable to join us to reflect upon the questions our small groups 
discussed and then contribute your own responses. You can find the questions here at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SROL-synod 

WELCOME HERLEY MENDEZ – As I announced in last weekend’s bulletin, we are 
excited to welcome Seminarian Herley Mendez for a summer assignment. Herley will 
be engaged in the various aspects of parish life during his time here.  Please be sure to 
welcome him and share with him your experiences of St. Rose of Lima. Herley has just 
completed his First Theology at St. Joseph Seminary in Dunwoodie, NY.  He is eager to 
share his knowledge, his faith, and his enthusiasm for the church with us. 

    Peace,  
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