
Growing in KNOWLEDGE Summer Adventure                                                                                                    

Dear Parishioners of St. Rose of Lima, 

Since the end of March, unfortunately, we’ve been separated from each other by the covid-19 virus.  Everyone is 

looking forward to that day when we can gather together for the Eucharist.  During this time of separation, I don’t 

know whether you’ve been able to catch our live streamed Sunday 9am masses or not, but we’ve tried to find 

occasions to stay in somewhat visual contact.  I’ve spoken to (or left voice mail messages) for many of you over these 

past two months and we’ve had our special blessing and car parade on Mother’s Day.  For Pentecost Sunday we had 

another drive-by thru the parking lot, blessing families and distributing 'Holy Spirit' cards.  These Holy Spirit cards had 

the prayer to the Holy Spirit on one side and a picture of a flame with one of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit on the 

other. 

At the end of our Pentecost Mass, while describing the event, I said that in the Acts of the Apostles (1:21-26), the 

eleven apostles prayed to God asking the Lord to reveal the choice of which from two candidates should fill the spot 

given up by Judas.  To those watching, I said that we would be praying and asking the Holy Spirit to reveal which of 

these seven gifts we should focus on for the remainder of this year as people picked their prayer cards.  To assist in 

what would normally appear to be totally random, we mixed up the 350 cards (50 cards for each of the seven gifts of 

the Spirit) and asked both adults and children to draw one from their cars without looking.  From the number of 

cards that were left, we were able to determine that we gave out the gift of: 

KNOWLEDGE – 47 PEOPLE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

WISDOM – 44 PEOPLE                                                                                                                                                         

PIETY (HOLINESS) – 43 PEOPLE                                                                                                                                                                          

FORTITUDE – 42 PEOPLE                                                                                                                                                                                   

COUNSEL – 40 PEOPLE                                                                                                                                                                               

UNDERSTANDING – 39 PEOPLE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

FEAR (AWE) OF THE LORD – 34 PEOPLE 

So in the coming months we will continue in providing means so that we as a parish community may grow in the 

knowledge of our faith.  Assuming some form of social separation will also continue, we will use our social media 

resources to provide videos.  I’m thinking nice 10 to 15 minute segments or mini-lessons which can expand our 

knowledge of our faith and simultaneously deepen and strength our faith.  We know that as St. Paul says, “we walk 

by faith”.  Those words are absolutely true, yet at the same time there needs to be a reason, an understanding which 

gives rise to faith.  For example, belief in the resurrection of Jesus.  We believe, we have faith – not because there is 

absolute proof that Jesus rose from the dead – but we believe because of the testimony provided by reliable 

witnesses set forth in the scriptures.  We don’t have blind faith – but we weigh and accept the evidence given - and, 

then we place our trust in “things unseen”. 

So, let’s hear from you!  What are some of those things or topics that you’d like to learn about a little more*.  

Perhaps there’s a few lines of scripture that have stuck in your head and you’d like to know more.  Maybe there’s 

practices in the church that has left you curious as to why we do them or where they come from.  This could be a 

good jumping point for using the resources provided by FORMED – our so-called ‘Catholic Netflix’ and talking about 

them.  The thin silver lining left by the pandemic is that we’ve been forced to be more creative in sharing and 

proclaiming our faith.  We’ve found that as much as we enjoy being together as a people of faith, we became more 

comfortable (hopefully) in living beyond some of our self-imposed routines.  Working at home, taking a few moments 

for prayer, cooking, listening to my chapter by chapter reading of the Acts of the Apostles.  We still don’t know what 

this summer will bring – a return to what we’ve always made a part of our summer relaxation or an extension of our 

spring experience. Let’s make growing in KNOWLEDGE a part of either summer adventure. 

Peace, Fr. Ken                                                                                                                                                                                                          

* We'd love to hear from you! Please call the rectory at 798.4992, to leave a message for Fr. Ken or email 

michelez@srolchurch.org 
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